
CATEGORY         Exemplary              Accomplished             Developing         Beginning     Unsatisfactory
Establishment of 
a Controlling Idea

Clear, compelling, original, 
and insightful.

Clear; shows some originality 
and insight.

Basic; uneven clarity; lacks 
insight.

Lacks clarity. Lacks discernible controlling 
idea.

Organization of 
Supporting Ideas 
in Logical, 
Coherent 
Structure

Consistently effective 
organization of supporting 
ideas through contiguous 
topic sentences; transitions 
are effective; organization 
builds to a compelling 
conclusion. 

Organization of supporting 
ideas is effective in places 
through applicable, related 
topic sentences; transitions 
are effective; organization 
builds to a logical conclusion. 

Illogical or ineffective 
organization of supporting 
ideas through basic or 
uneven topic sentences; 
transitions are formulaic; 
organization could be 
improved upon; builds 
weakly to conclusion.

Ineffective and illogical 
organization of supporting 
ideas through basic and 
uneven topic sentences; 
transitions are weak or 
absent; organization is 
illogical; does not build to a 
logical conclusion.

Lacks discernible 
organization of supporting 
ideas through topic 
sentences; lacks transitions; 
does not build to a discernible 
conclusion.

Development of 
Ideas with 
Analysis, 
Argument, 
Details, Support 
and Research

Effective development of 
ideas through: analysis; 
persuasive argument; 
selective, relevant and 
ample details, textual 
support, and research. 
Demonstrates mastery of 
content knowledge/ideas 

Acceptable development of 
ideas through: some analysis; 
applicable argument; 
selective, relevant and 
sufficient details, textual 
support, and research. 
Demonstrates control of 
content knowledge/ideas

Underdeveloped ideas due 
to: insufficient analysis and 
argument; relevant but 
insufficient details, textual 
support, and research. 
Demonstrates some 
control of content 
knowledge/ideas. 

Undeveloped ideas due to: 
weak analysis and argument; 
irrelevant, insufficient, or 
weak details, textual support, 
and research. Demonstrates 
little control of content 
knowledge/ideas

Undeveloped ideas due to: 
lack of analysis and 
argument; lack of details, 
textual support, and research. 
Demonstrates no discernible 
control of content 
knowledge/ideas

Creation of 
Effective Style, 
Voice, and 
Diction

Style is purpose-driven; 
voice is effective and 
present throughout; 
Consistently employs active 
voice and appropriate 
tense; diction is rich and 
skillful; language is concise.

Style is appropriate to 
purpose; voice is effective 
and evident in the majority of 
the work; employs active 
voice and appropriate tense; 
diction is skillful; language is 
selective and economized.

Style is adequate to 
purpose; voice is 
undistinguished; lapses in 
active voice or appropriate 
tense; diction is imprecise 
or verbose. 

Style is inadequate to 
purpose; voice is indistinct; 
employs passive voice and/or 
inappropriate tense; diction is 
developing. 

Style is not suited to purpose; 
voice is indiscernible; 
consistently employs passive 
voice and inappropriate 
tense; diction is weak and 
undeveloped. 

Adherence to 
Writing and 
Citation 
Conventions

Sentence structure is 
skillfully varied. Writing is 
free from usage or 
mechanical errors. Textual 
support is expertly 
integrated and properly 
cited.

Sentence structure is varied. 
Usage and mechanics are 
mostly correct. Textual 
support is well integrated and 
properly cited.

Sentence structure is basic 
and unvaried, but correct. 
Usage and mechanical 
errors are present. Textual 
support is simply 
integrated, and citation 
format is correct.

Sentence structure is weak or 
awkward. Usage and 
mechanical errors are 
present and distracting. 
Textual support is awkwardly 
integrated, and lapses in 
citation format are present.

Faulty sentence structure. 
Distracting usage and 
mechanical problems. 
Textual support is not 
integrated, not properly cited, 
or absent.

Name________________________________________


